Sex influences transmission of the supratype associated with the C2 deficiency allele: a possible mechanism for the maintenance of heterozygosity and disease susceptibility.
We have examined the transmission of the supratype associated with C2 deficiency (C2Q0) using our own and many published pedigrees in order to determine whether nonrandom transmission may contribute to the stability of disease-associated supratypes. Unexpectedly, we found that C2Q0 may be preferentially transmitted to the opposite sex and therefore propose that such "zig-zag" transmission may result in the preservation of recessive disease susceptibility genes and in the maintenance of heterozygosity. Further pedigrees are required to verify our findings.